Identification of N-formylnorcocaine and N-benzoylnormethylecgonine in illicit cocaine.
Gas chromatographic determination of the acidic and neutral components of illicit cocaine indicated the presence of one or more common components in different samples. Isolation and examination of the spectroscopic properties of the major impurity indicated it to be N-formylnorcocaine. The material was compared with authentic material synthesized from norcocaine. N-Benzoylnormethylecgonine was also found to be present in illicit cocaine.